
UMSI Board Meeting Minutes 

9/16/18  7:00 p.m. 

 

In attendance:  Carolyn Case, Mark Nardo, Tiffany Fennig, Vyju Kadambi, Jess Davis, Abigail Moore, 

Nancy Bradtmiller, Jamie Sellhorn, Kathy Lause, Tara Franke, Brenda Huth 

 

Mark read Mission Statement:  

With integrity, United Montessori Schools of Indiana fosters a community that supports, unifies, and 

advocates for the advancement of Montessori education. 

 

Kathy Treasurer’s Report: 

Current Chase Checking Account Balance:  $9,363.24 

Current Chase 2nd Account Balance:  $21,744.77 

Current PayPal Account Balance:  $4230.44 

Chase Accounts and PayPal Total Balance:  $35,388.45 

Total balance after pending credits/debits:  $45,213.45 

Checking Account 

Recent Credits $2150.00 

● Fundamentals Payments 

○            Fort Wayne--$2150.00 

■ Needs to be deposited--not included in balance 

               Outstanding Credits $8325.00 

● Outstanding Payments from Conference  

○              School 56, $225.00 

● IA Training Payments (IPS Schools 56 and 87)  

○              $2700.00  



● Outstanding Fundamentals Payments 

○                 $5400.00 

Recent Debits $1394.31 

● Fundamentals Payments/Reimbursements  

○                 $1346.43  

● Carolyn Reimbursement/Builder App  

○                 $47.88 

Pending Debits 

● Fundamentals Payments/Reimbursements (estimated around $500.00)  

○                 V. Kadambi 

● WFYI Payment 

○                 $100.00 

● MPPI AMI-USA 

○                 $500.00 

Other Business 

●                Fall Conference 

2nd Account Information 

Recent Credits 

● None 

Pending Credits 

● None 

Recent Debits, $2,500.00 

● Monthly Payment to Operations Manager (30th of every month)  

○             $2500.00 

Pending Debits 



● None 

Other Business 

● None   

 

 

Operations Manager Report:   Carolyn 

Membership:  no meeting since last Board Meeting.  Just need to solidify membership structure and roll 

it out.  Waiting until conference 

Conference:  Vendors is the last big piece to come together.  Each conference committee person is 

asked to get one vendor if possible.  Maitri Learning is a Silver Level Sponsor—going to be able to 

purchase bags for each participant to store things during conference. Last minute things to do; WiFi 

information (cards), presenter gifts, posters for directions and information during conference, working 

on breakfast—possible sponsors for breakfast; donut shop and then another healthy option.  

Conference date for next year; discussion about how busy October is…first weekend in November.  

Should always be same weekend.  Next year; November 2, 2019.  Forest Manor?  Is it being sold?  

Discussion around moving conference north, south, keep it central?  Should it be a three year cycle?  

Attendance is good in Indy because it’s centrally located.  Should there be a survey?  Where would 

people like the conference to be?  Skewed depending on where people live.  If Forest Manor is sold; IPS 

#56 or IPS #91?  Maybe networking schools can “volunteer” to host a networking event for Montessori 

schools in their area.  This may be a better thing to “move” vs. the conference. Maybe morning of 

networking can be school tours and afternoon can be actual networking session. 

Networking Event:  January or February, southern Indiana first targeted area.  Survey members at 

conference to see if any southern Montessori school is interested in hosting? 

 

Validation: Brenda 

One school Indiana Montessori Community School/Center Grove Montessori School currently going 

through Validation project.  Their paperwork was complete in the spring, now wanting to host a fall visit.  

September 26.  Team is almost compiled.  Still need one primary teacher.  Jess Davis gave a possible 

name, but will have that person reach out to Brenda.  Brenda and Vyju are doing a Validation session at 

the conference.  Hopefully this will spur interest of both school and verifiers.  Verifier online training 

may help as well, but Brenda is willing to run training whenever…even single individuals.  Had a few 

thoughts after the meeting; should we have a school speak briefly about the value of the Validation 

project at our little “meeting” with all constituents there (before or after key note)?  And should we add 

testimonials to the website?  Just thoughts. 



Licensing: Deb and Mark 

No changes.  IDOE will be at the conference if anyone has questions.  They will be there for 2 ½-3 hours 

to answer any questions about adding Montessori credentials to a license. 

 

New Business:  

Training sites:  Marian University Indianapolis, Trine University Angola  What does this mean for UMSI?  

How can we support this? Marian University has a meeting on September 20 with the Walton Family 

Foundation.  Use of Xavier as a possible template.  Chaminade University in Hawaii has undergraduate 

Montessori track as well. How can the state organization support this work? 

Advocacy:  B5 grant for early childhood.  Federal money.  It is up to states to decide how to disseminate 

these funds.  Montessori should be at the table.  Vyju and Brenda are investigating more.  This will be 

through FSSA not IDOE.  UMSI should put on their website and have information about number of 

Indiana Montessori schools, students, parents readily accessible on the website. 

Reimbursement for travel:  tabled until Oct. 21 meeting.  Needs to be a policy written.   Mark will look 

for what he has and what was written in the past.  On Oct. 21 meeting will be agenda item #1. 

Vyju and Deb to MPPI.  Will touch base with all of us at Oct. 21 meeting.  

Montessori Consortium of the Great Lakes:  Eric Oglesbee 

Eric was invited to speak about the possible partnership of UMSI and MCGL.   

All introduced themselves.  Montessori Consortium of the Great Lakes has a formalized membership and 

fee structure.  In 2012 they hosted their first public event.  In 2015 they received a Dekko Grant to help 

guide their work after it was discovered that Good Shepherd Montessori in South Bend could not fund a 

position in order to complete the desired outcomes.  From 2016-18 they have been working on forming 

relationships with Montessori Schools.   

Their key projects: 

Mission: The Montessori Consortium of the Great Lakes advances educational best practices according 

to the vision of Maria Montessori. 

Mid-level connections—the “go betweens” when filling gaps from national organizations like AMS and 

state organizations can’t lend school specific guidance.  In order for schools to have a network and not 

feel like “islands”. 

The leaders of the consortium wish to partner with UMSI.  They are not interested in re-doing advocacy.  

But could help with collecting data and extend the database. They wish to assist with projects like UMSI 

has spearheaded. We would be their 1st non-school partner. 



UMSI would be listed on their website as a “partner” and we would list them on our website. 

We would cross advertise and collaborate on projects 

Their goals: 

MACTE credentialed training site in South Bend. 

Model Micro-High School 

Research 

Cost for UMSI—nothing.  We would be considered an “invited” partner 

Schools costs:  full member $500, associate member $300.  They are not trying to grow fast.  They want 

schools that are “mission invested”.  They believe that raising the tide raises all boats.  Membership 

process: 

Apply online 

Information about the school is distributed to member schools—they are looking for high fidelity 

schools and schools with reputations of high fidelity 

Site visit—by consortium leaders.  They need to be prepared to be an active member, willingness to 

participate, serve all children not just their students 

Promoting Research:  Dr. Maria McKenna from Notre Dame.  Working with schools on data pools.  

Fertile ground for researchers to come in and take from data pools.  For example; standardized testing 

October 21 UMSI Board will discuss benefits.  Please email Eric with any questions you may have about 

the consortiums work:  eoglesbee@montessoriconsortium.org 

 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Submitted by:  Brenda Huth  UMSI Secretary 
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