
 

UMSI Board Meeting Notes 

January 27, 2019 

Meeting Begins: 7 p.m. 

 

In attendance:  Mark Nardo, Vyju Kadambi, Jessica Davis, Kathy Lause, Tara Franke, Deb Cyrier, Carolyn 

Case, Jamie Sellhorn, Nancy Bradtmiller 

Brenda out of town for AMS, Tiffany recovering from Surgery 

 

Mission:  With integrity, United Montessori Schools of Indiana fosters a community that supports, 

unifies, and advocates for the advancement of Montessori education. 

 

Treasurer Report:  

Current Chase Checking Account Balance: $17, 202.26 

Current Chase 2nd Account Balance: $11,744.77 

Current PayPal Account Balance: $1266.04 

Chase Accounts and PayPal Total Balance: $30,213.07 

 

Checking Account 

Recent Credits 

● Conference Payments 

○ $1439.28 

● School Membership Fees 

 

Outstanding Credits 

● Outstanding Payments from Conference 

○ School 56, $225.00 

● IA Training Payments (IPS Schools 56 and 87) 

○ $2700.00 

 

 



 

Recent Debits 

● C. Case Reimburse/mailings 

○ $12.10 

● NAEYC Conference Fee 

○ $150.00 

● C. Case Reimburse/mailings 

○ $20.96 

● T. Franke/Conference Presenter Gifts Reimburse 

○ $125.00 

● C. Case Reimburse/DEKKO Workshop 

○ $168.00 

 

Pending Debits 

● None 

Other Business 

● Alternate Funding Sources 

 

2nd Account Information 

Recent Credits 

● None 

Pending Credits 

● None 

Recent Debits, $2,500.00 

● Monthly Payment to Operations Manager (30th of every month) 

○ $2500.00 

Pending Debits 

● None 

Other Business 

● None 

*Still have not received bill from Forest Manor from Fall Conference- Mark is inquiring 

 



 

 

Operations Manager Update:  

● Operations Manager will be working with Board President Mark Nardo on Ball Brothers 

Foundation grant application and the Indiana Youth Institute grant application for consulting 

services. Carolyn collected socioeconomic information that was available for schools that we 

serve in Indiana via IDOE Compass, which compiles this data about public and public charter 

schools in Indiana. The data was available on 11 Montessori schools in Indiana and that data was 

added for those schools to the census. The data was only available for 11 out of the 

approximately 65+ Montessori schools that UMSI serves in Indiana, but could be useful data for 

Walton grant opportunities.  

● UMSI has exhibitor booths confirmed for the following: 

o Cincinnati Conference- March 2nd 

o INAEYC State Conference (Indianapolis)- Setup on March 14, Booth open March 15-16 

from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

● Census project continues, now with individual school contact 

● Membership: Now up to 10 member schools, 12 individual members 

o Jamie made suggestion that we send UMSI member schools the member logo so they 

can post to their websites and social accounts, Carolyn will send out this week 

● Montessori Fundamentals Summer Training- Community Montessori in New Albany unable to 

host this summer but interested in future hosting opportunities. Bloomington Montessori being 

explored as location for training this summer 

o Looking to add an additional day to training, either for culture and science sections or 

for observation/managing classroom environment sections 

o Goal to reach a new group of people from different part of the state, also a good 

opportunity to have new presenters 

 

Validation Committee Update: 

● Committee requesting 10-20 hours with Christine Lowry or MPPI consultant for reviewing the 

UMSI Validation Project to work towards getting the validation project recognized on a state 

level by IDOE and the FSSA 

o Committee will get proposal from Christine and will further inquire with MPPI about 

consulting opportunity 

 



 

o UMSI wants to continue to build relationship with MPPI and to continue to be part of 

the national scene  

 

Dekko and Grant Committee Update: 

• Finalized Dekko grant application will be submitted by February 1 

• Applying for Operating Support grant from Dekko- different from previous grant 

• There is a 90 day review cycle- could hear about the results sooner 

• Information of use for grant applications: UMSI received data on the state licensure and credentialing 

initiative from the first 6 months of 2018 credential; 2nd 6 months of 2018 data to come soon: 

• 8 people got Montessori credential added to state license for grades 1-3 

• 4 people got Montessori credential added to state license for grades 4-6 

• 2 people got Montessori credential added to state license for preschool/kindergarten 

• 2 people received state license with added Montessori credential for preschool-3rd grade 

 

IDOE/Accreditation Proposal from Jessica Davis 

Formal Proposal from Jessica Davis: 

Bloomington Montessori School currently administers standardized testing once a year in grades 3-6. 

 We pay for a California test through McGraw Hill.  We are also Step 9 certified in the AMS Pathway to 

Continuous Improvement program, are currently in our self-study phase for accreditation, and plan to 

be AMS accredited by the end of 2019. 

 

We,  as part of our AMS accreditation self-study, are looking at ways to increase transparency. To 

participate in some local opportunities, we would benefit from administering the same test as other 

local schools.  Therefore, I was looking into our ability to administer the new ILEARN assessment. 

 

The response I got from the assessment department (Kelly Connelly, Senior Assessment Specialist for 

Federal Accountability) at the IN DOE was: 

  

 



 

“As was true for ISTEP+, ILEARN is a summative school accountability assessment to be administered to 

students enrolled in accredited Indiana schools. The state of Indiana legislates the ILEARN assessments, 

and as such, provides ILEARN assessments to accredited Indiana schools free of charge.  

  

Non-accredited schools do not administer ILEARN to their students.” 

  

I followed up by asking if American Montessori Society accreditation has any pathway to counting as 

“accreditation” in this scenario.  I also spoke to AMS (Shannon Rogers, Department of Accreditation) 

about this.  From what I understand so far, there is an application process for AMS accreditation to be 

“counted”, and AMS has never applied but is very willing to.  However, there are going to be votes in the 

current Indiana legislative session that will potentially change this process.  Therefore, I have offered 

assistance to Shannon, and she has agreed to work on the project for AMS, but we are on hold until 

after the legislative session ends, after which Maggie Paino, Director of Accountability for IN DOE, 

Shannon, and I will hopefully be meeting to more thoroughly discuss the process. 

  

This project is not dependent on UMSI support, as I plan to pursue the work either way. However, if 

UMSI sees value and is interested in this project I would love to continue the work as a representative of 

an UMSI committee, just to add a larger voice to the need for this recognition.  While this work would 

mainly benefit AMS accredited schools, it may make AMS accreditation more appealing for schools who 

now feel the need to only consider AMS in a dual-accreditation capacity because they require one of 

their accreditations to be “recognized” by the state.   

  

If this is something about which you, as a board, are interested in pursuing more  information, I would 

be happy to serve on the exploratory committee and prepare a detailed report regarding the exact 

process after I know more.  This would potentially be in April.  Also, AMS would be the primary 

organization taking on the administrative and advocacy work.  My role or the role of UMSI would simply 

be to offer assistance where needed (follow up calls, letters of support, social media posts, etc.) and 

should be able to be accomplished without disrupting any of UMSI’s other important work. 

• Intention is to create more transparency for schools- test scores available to public 

• AMS has never applied to be an accrediting body with the state of Indiana or to be recognized as an 

accreditor by the state of Indiana department of education  

• This recognition would only be applicable to Montessori schools that have gone through a full 

accreditation process with AMS 

 



 

• Committee has been proposed to support this project on behalf of UMSI- Jamie and Vyju have 

volunteered to help with this project  

• More information will be available after the legislative session ends in April and further work will begin 

at that time 

• Motion for UMSI to support this endeavor made by Vyju, seconded by Tara, voted YES for UMSI 

support 

Board Membership: 

• Tinora submitted resignation from Board as a board member, will continue to support UMSI and 

volunteer when able- board accepted resignation 

• Board member Greta to be removed from board due to lack of attendance required in board 

membership bylaws 

• Board motion to remove both members by Vyju, seconded by Kathy, voted yes for member removal 

• New board member Jessica Davis 

• Vyju motion, Tara seconded- Jessica voted in with YES and now is UMSI Board Member 

 

Strategic Plan and Consultant: 

• Board discussed need for strategic plan and the need to hire consultant outside of the organization for 

help  

• Jessica and Vyju discussed how helpful their new strategic plans have been for their organizations 

• UMSI will move forward with IYI consultant grant to try to get much of the cost covered for hiring 

consultant for strategic plan and board help 

• Jessica suggests board members take a look at the book “Strategic Planning for Nonprofit 

Organizations: A Practical Guide for Dynamic Times” by Alison and Kaye before work begins with the 

consultant to give everyone some background and terminology 

 

Training Site Updates: 

• CGMS may be moving their training to Indianapolis beginning summer 2019 

 



 

• Marion University was denied Walton grant to help establish Montessori program in partnership with 

the university  

 

Contacts from Tara that may be able to help with grant reviewing and pursuits: 

Eva M. Zygmunt 

Helen Gant Elmore Distinguished Professor  

Co-Director, Alliance for Community-Engaged Teacher Preparation 

Department of Early Childhood, Youth, and Family Studies 

Ball State University 

and 

Joli Heavin does fundraising for IN Children’s Bureau 

 

Next Meetings: 

February 24 at 7:00 

March 17 at 7:00 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

 


